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Efforts to improve citizen’s scientific literacy
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Abstract : In addition to technological innovation to develop culture, science contributes to the health
and safe living of citizens, supports citizens to better predict accidental or unexpected situations such
as natural disasters and nuclear accidents accompanying it. For that purpose, the citizen need to have
the ability to recognize the scientific trustworthiness of information, to verify the correctness of the
idea with experiments and observations by themselves, to think and judge what the result implies in
their minds, to master the science backed by scientific basis. The level of compulsory education in
Japan is well established in the world, and in daily life most of it can be solved by elementary and
junior high school science. However, it is pointed out that the scientific literacy of Japanese peeple is at
the lowest level among developed countries. Most Japanese are not have the scientific knowledge for
their lives. I will describe the activities I have been working on to improve the scientific literacy of
citizens, as a continuous effort, as a teacher of science.
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